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PRESS RELEASE for August 5, 2008

--Interviews with student leaders available--

Contact: Bethany Wetherill: 301-943-2142
Zainab Kukoyi: 443-851-1151

Maryland Campuses Hubs of Climate Activism
Eleven MD Students Aim to Raise the Issue of Climate Change In Upcoming Election
TAKOMA PARK, August 5—Eleven students from colleges across the state are headed to Minnesota next week on a quest to learn how to best elevate the youth voice around global warming this election. Students hope to leave the 5-day training ready to engage and train thousands of young people who will urge candidates to become bold political leaders and take meaningful action on climate change. 

Bethany Wetherill, a sophomore at St. Mary’s College, and Zainab Kukoyi, a student at Coppin State University, are two of the eleven Maryland students attending the training from August 13th – 17th. Maryland will be well represented at the training; no other state will have more trainees.

“Dirty energy and dirty politics are a huge problem in this country,” said Bethany. “While I'm familiar with running campaigns on my campus and within my local community, such a large issue requires reaching a larger audience. I'm hoping the training can equip me with the resources to run a bigger, stronger campaign for clean and sustainable energy solutions.”

The training is part of the Power Vote campaign, a youth-led campaign attempting to elevate the importance of green jobs, greenhouse gas emissions cuts, and justice in this year’s elections. This election year has seen record turnout in youth voters and Power Vote aims to build on that energy. The goal is to build a youth voting bloc one million strong to raise the issue of climate change this election and beyond.
“Power Vote is so important because as a team we can make the government enact the change we so desperately need,” said Zainab Kukoyi. “We are strong and can make this happen. There is power in numbers.”
Maryland youth have already been actively pushing for clean energy on campus. Last year students gathered over 11,000 petition signatures in a successful campaign to get the entire University System of Maryland to commit to carbon neutrality. Ultimately, the University System of Maryland agreed to a deadline after which the entire University System – one of the biggest in the country – will release no net global warming pollution. 
The system plans to achieve carbon neutrality through efficiency, renewable energy purchases, green buildings and mass transit. The first step of the process has already begun and students are working with administrators to develop a greenhouse gas inventory for the entire University System. 

“Too often I've heard my generation called "Generation Now," referring to the perception that we live in the moment and tend to be impatient,” continued Bethany. “I think it’s time we looked a bit further into the future of our planet (and the people on it) and focus our impatience towards our government. I truly believe that Power Vote is the mobilizing force that will help focus and facilitate this shift.”
###
 Power Vote is a non-partisan campaign spearheaded by Energy Action Coalition. Learn more at www.powervote.org.
Interviews available. Contact Zainab Kukoyi at 443-851-1151 and Bethany Wetherill at 301-943-2142.
