Grassroots Leading the Charge Presentation Script

Some notes on the script and presentation:

· It’s written in bullet-point form. However, feel free to modify the format or write in your transition sentences if that makes you feel more comfortable about giving the presentation. 

· This presentation is long, and there are lots of facts and details included in the script – if you have a shorter amount of time, just go over the top lines, and use the details to answer questions
· If you’re asked any questions you can’t answer, either:

· Direct them to get in touch with CCAN’s MD staff, Holly Gorman (holly@chesapeakeclimate.org, 240 396 2146) or Keith Harrington (keith@chespeakeclimate.org, 240 396 1985)

· Tell them you’ll get back to them, ask us/do some research – and then be sure to follow up!

· Remember! Bring some postcards or 1Sky pledges for everyone to sign, as well as a pledge sheet for the organization to sign on. Bring extras for interested people to take home and recruit others!

Slide 1: Introduction!

Hi, my name is _______________, and I’m a volunteer with the Chesapeake Climate Action Network. (Feel free to give more background on yourself) Thanks so much for inviting me to speak. 
I’m here today/this evening to talk about your role in combating global warming right here in MD through grassroots action to achieve climate action, clean energy, and a stronger economy. 

Slide 2: Overview of Presentation
I’m going to cover the following things during this presentation:

1. MD’s contributions to global warming

2. The impacts climate change has on us
3. Benefits of taking immediate action to combat climate change
4. Pushing for change – what we need to make sure happens with climate policy
5. How you can help 

Slide 3: Maryland’s Contributions to Global Warming

Most of you probably know that burning fossil fuels releases the chemicals that cause global warming – coal fired power plants and cars and trucks are the largest contributors

· Over 60% of Maryland’s electricity comes from dirty coal-fired power plants

· There are 8 large coal-fired power plants in the state, and several smaller plants as well
· Parts of Maryland produce more global warming pollution than similar areas in Washington DC or Northern VA
· Even though we have great progressive policies, we still have a long way to go to cut our global warming pollution!
· We also contribute more to global warming than several industrialized countries
· Even though MD is small in size, it produces almost as much global warming pollution as Norway and Sweden combined. 
· They are more than 10 times larger, and have almost 3 times the population
· Numbers:
· MD area: 32,000 square km
· Norway + Sweden area: 650,000 square km
· MD population: 5.3 million
· Norway + Sweden population: 14 million
· Obviously, we can do better
· We are not the only contributors to global warming, but we MUST take responsibility and address the emissions that we do produce. 
Slide 4: Climate Change Impacts All of Us
Every Marylander will be affected by climate change. 

· Maryland is actually the third most vulnerable state in the nation to sea level rise, behind only Louisiana and Florida. (Source: 2005 Report of Maryland Emergency Management Agency, MEMA)
· Over 3,000 miles of shoreline

· Lots of low-lying coastal areas

· Climate change will have negative economic impacts as rising seas and stronger storms threaten:
· Annapolis, the state capital
· Port of Baltimore, a major industrial center of the state
· Fishing and crabbing industries 
Slide 5: Maryland’s Threatened Coastlines

This map, taken from the Maryland Commission on Climate Change’s climate action report, shows the effects of varying levels of sea level rise. 
· At 1.5 meters of sea-level rise most of Dorchester County would be underwater. 
· With a more moderate sea level rise of just 1 to 2 feet

· Maryland would lose 200 square miles of marsh and costal lands

· Sustain billions in infrastructural damage to Baltimore harbor and costal roads. 
· We’re already seeing the effects of sea-level rise right here in MD

· People whose families have lived on Tangier and Smith Islands for decades are being forced out due to rising seas

· The threat that global warming poses to Maryland’s coastal regions is already serious enough that Allstate Insurance Corp., one of Maryland’s largest insurers, recently announced that it will stop writing new homeowners’ policies in coastal areas of the state, citing concerns that a warmer Atlantic Ocean will lead to more and stronger hurricanes hitting the Northeast.

Slide 6: More Climate Impacts…

· On the environment

· Chesapeake wetlands and species threatened (Source: National Wildlife Federation)
· Sea-level rise will inundate wetlands, destroying important habitat for many Chesapeake species

· Particularly vulnerable species include, but are not limited to: 

· American horseshoe crab (survived this area for 250 million years)
· several species of duck

· diamondback terrapin
· the iconic blue crab

· Changes in seasons and weather will impact plant growth across the state

· We can now grow palm trees in DC

· Health

· Coal plants and cars, which are major contributors to global warming pollution also impact air quality

· Bad air quality has annual impact in MD of approximately:

· 100 premature deaths

· 4,000 asthma attacks

· Over 100,000 days when people have to stay home from work

· Poor populations are disproportionately affected by these changes

· More likely to live in areas with poop air quality

· Rising fuel costs and struggling economy has larger impact

The real costs of fossil fuels stretch far beyond what we actually pay to use them. They affect our lives and jeopardize our health and welfare in many ways. And all of these impacts can be avoided by making a rapid switch to clean renewable energy. 
Slide 7: Climate Action is Good for MD
· We can protect ourselves from worst impacts of global warming 
· Early action may slow or stave off sea level rise
· Protect our current way of life
· This is especially important for communities that rely on our natural resources for way of life, such as watermen
Slide 8: Climate Action = Stronger Economy

· Opportunity to gain a competitive advantage in the transition to a clean energy economy
· Fighting climate change and switching to renewable energy will actually help us all to make more money by growing the Maryland economy. 
· Contrary to all the rhetoric from the fossil fuel industry about how climate action will hurt the economy, studies show that switching to clean renewable energy will be a net gain for our economy. 
· Study by Baltimore-based International Center for Sustainable Development, funded by state Department of Business and Economic Development

· clean energy industries could generate between 144,000 to 326,000 jobs in Maryland over the next 20 years

· contribute $5.7 billion in wages and salaries to Maryland citizens

· boost state and local tax revenues by $973 million

· Another example of economy boosting potential comes from a study by University of Mass 

· A national investment of $100 billion in creating a green jobs programs could create 36,739 green jobs in Maryland. 
· Investing in green jobs also helps us build pathways out of poverty

· We have the unique opportunity to rebuild our economy in a more just way, providing training for those who need it most when developing the new clean energy and energy efficient industries 

Slide 9: Health and Environmental Benefits 
· Protect our environmental resources
· Chesapeake Bay, wetlands, native species across the state
· Improved air quality
· By cleaning up our global warming pollution, we get the added bonus of improving air quality as well
· This will lead to healthier citizens and lower health costs statewide
Slide 10: Save on energy costs
· The truth of the matter is that we need a swift transition to clean energy because our dependence on dirty energy is hurting our wallets. 
· We’re all aware of the skyrocketing cost of energy: 
· Nearly one-fifth of Pepco’s customers cannot afford to pay their utility bills. 
· Maryland’s largest utility, BGE, recently raised rates 72% 
· We’re likely to see the price of gasoline rise again in the near future. 
· The great thing about renewable energy is that it’s immune to these big price jumps, because the sources of renewable energy, sunlight, wind and geothermal a free, and inexhaustible. 

Slide 11: Here’s where we’re at: Ready for Action!
· Maryland is already at competitive advantage over other states when it comes to seizing the opportunities of the new clean energy economy. 
· Maryland is home to some of the industries that will be essential to driving the transition to a clean energy economy. 
· Two of the biggest solar manufacturers in the country – BP Solar and Sun Edison – are located right here in MD, 
· Federal scientific research laboratories which would undoubtedly be at the center of the national push to develop innovations in energy technology also located in MD 
· Also ahead of the curve on policy to cut energy use and reduce global warming pollution

· Joined the regional greenhouse gas initiative (RGGI), a regional carbon cap and trade system that covers power generation
· Empower MD sets a goal of conserving 15% of our electricity use by 2015

· Committed to a strong renewable portfolio standard with a goal of getting 20% of our energy from renewable sources by 2020

· Clean Cars Act calls for stricter vehicle emission standards (and now we can start enforcing it!)

· MD general assembly is on the verge of passing a climate bill which calls for a reduction of our global warming pollution of 25 percent by 2020

· We are in a much better position than other less-forward thinking states to adapt to a coming federal climate policy, and to take full advantage of federal programs to reduce CO2 emissions and grow the clean energy economy. 
Slide 12: Where’s our Leadership?
Maryland has some powerful congressional leaders, which makes our actions even more important. Let’s take a look at who they are, why they matter, and where they stand
Congressman Steny Hoyer
· House Majority Leader - means that he’s going to have a lot of sway over the type of climate legislation that comes through congress
· Claims that he’s supportive of global warming policy, but has done little to back this up

· No public stance on targets

· Supports continued use of coal and other fossil fuels

· concerned about the Bay, and it is important to emphasize that the Chesapeake Bay region is among the places in the nation most vulnerable to sea-level rise
Senator Ben Cardin
· member of the Environment and Public Works Committee – which will hear most global warming bills in the Senate

· Strong environmental voting record (93% from LCV) and LOVES public transportation

· Great potential as a climate champion, but he needs to know that his constituents want him to step it up

Senator Barbara Mikulski
· Well-respected and influential Senator

· Her support of strong global warming policy may help influence other Senators with strong union and manufacturing ties

Congressman Chris Van Hollen
· Chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the DCCC (the arm of the Democratic Party that gets other Democrats elected) AND Speaker Pelosi’s congressional liaison to President Obama
· Supports strong climate action, and may introduce his own climate bill this year

· Needs lots of grassroots love to keep him strong!
 
Slide 13: What’s the hold-up?

· We’re over-dependent on dirty energy, and change at the scale that is necessary is scary

· It’s much easier, for politicians and for the rest of us, to stick with the status quo

· Powerful special interests vs. grassroots change
· the fossil fuel industry is rich, and that wealth gives them a lot of undue political clout and influence over our leaders
· Year after year, the dirty energy lobby pours millions of dollars into lobbying efforts to slow our transition to a clean energy economy. 
· The truth about clean energy is that we already have the technologies that we need to bring it to scale and displace our dependence on fossil fuels, but the sad reality is that thanks to the efforts of the fossil fuel industry government subsidies continue to flow toward the big coal and big oil, instead of renewable sources of power

· What we lack up in money, we must make up in people power

· This is why we need your help! 

Slide 14: How do we push for change?
Grassroots Pressure – people power!

· Make our voices heard – we have to let our elected officials know what we want them to do!

· Push for strong, science based solutions that achieve a stronger economy while protecting our climate

· Recruit others to join us! 

· The more people we have, the bigger change we can make

Slide 15: Grassroots Action Works!
So I’m sure you’re thinking that these seems like a really big and impossible job, going up against big oil and big coal in our goals to influence our elected officials, but we’ve had great success before right here in MD. 

Two examples of the success of grassroots campaigns are the Clean Cars Act of 2007 and the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act, now before the general assembly. 

Examples shown here of:
· Letter writing – making our voices heard 

· Public forum on global warming – learning about science-based solutions

· A postcard delivery – making our voices hear
A case study of some fun grassroots power:

As we were building up for the Clean Cars Campaign, we did a huge Clean SUVs please push, where volunteers all over the state put postcards on all the SUVs they could find, with the message: “I love my SUV, but I wish I could buy one that didn’t pollute the environment.” 

After this, hundreds of postcards came flooding into then Governor-elect O’Malley’s office from SUV drivers in MD, saying that they supported the Clean Cars Act, and wanted him to as well. 

What happened? Gov O’Malley introduced the bill, it passed with flying colors, and we’re ready to adopt California emission standards as soon as the EPA gives the OK. 

Slide 16: The 1Sky Platform

We need climate solutions on the same scale of the climate crisis. And that’s what the 1Sky platform of solutions is all about – it’s a national climate campaign that provides a gold standard by which to measure national climate legislation. 

· It’s goal is to focus focuses the efforts of the climate community behind a single set of climate priorities, so that our leaders are entirely clear about what good climate policy should look like. 
· Dozens of national and regional environmental organizations including CCAN support the 1Sky platform of climate solutions.
The Planks:
· 5 Million Green Jobs
· a sweeping national energy efficiency initiative to conserve 20 percent of our energy by 2015
· we currently waste 20 percent of the energy that we generate as a nation, preventing this waste and is the one of the quickest most cost effective ways to jump start our efforts to fight climate change
· We would need an army of skilled workers to retrofit homes and businesses, and to manufacture clean energy technologies
· Therefore, investing in energy efficiency and will help create millions of green jobs and provide people and communities with pathways out of poverty
· We must also make sure that there are people qualified to do these new jobs, by funding green jobs training programs

· Freeze Climate Pollution
· Climate legislation must do what the science says is necessary
· Emissions reductions targets of 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050, and 25% below 1990 levels by 2020.
· Any legislation that fails to require these minimum reductions targets by even a few percentage points, will be nothing but a symbolic effort to fight climate change, and would be worthless
· No New Coal Plants
· an immediate moratorium on the construction of new coal fired power plants that emit global warming pollution
· Clearly if we are going to be successful in the monumental task of reducing our climate pollution by 80 percent by 2050 we cannot be investing in new sources of climate pollution
· the truth is that clean coal technology does currently not exist, and we can’t go on building new coal plants in the hope that they may one day trap their global warming pollution
· we need to put a moratorium on new coal fired power plants, pivot boldly away from investments in fossil fuels, and refocus our priorities on proven clean energy alternatives like wind, solar and geothermal
Slide 17: How Can You Help?

The most important step – get involved, and urge our leaders to support the 1Sky platform! Since this platform represents the gold standard for federal climate solutions if we are going to ensure that our leaders become true champions of meaningful federal climate policy, we have to make sure that they support the 1Sky solutions. 

To do that we need to build a broad based statewide movement of organizations, businesses, and individuals all calling on our elected officials take the 1Sky pledge to do what it takes to beat the climate crisis
· First, sign the pledge/postcard in front of you (or under your chair, in your packet) RIGHT NOW and give it back to me. 

· We’re collecting them to make a big delivery all at once to make a bigger impact, like in the picture I showed earlier of a postcard delivery

· Over 75 MD businesses, faith groups, environmental organizations, and elected officials signed on as supporters of the 1Sky policy platform in 2008 – your organization can play a major part in this movement by joining them. All it takes is signing this endorsement form on behalf of the organization/ 

· Your participation as a 1Sky partner is critical to strengthening the movement and creating a critical mass of support necessary to compel our leaders to step up and champion those solutions in congress
· Besides endorsing the platform, 1Sky partners play a critical role in advocating for it as well
· Urge our congressional leaders to join them in supporting the platform
· Recruit other organizations, businesses, or individuals to sign on
· Many 1Sky partners in Maryland have promoted the 1Sky platform by writing letters to congressional leaders, and participating in congressional lobby meetings
· Want to really dig in and get involved? 

· Have a member of your group be a 1Sky representative – they’ll check in regularly with the friendly staff at CCAN or 1Sky, and keep the rest of you updated on how to stay involved in this fight at the most critical moments
Wrap up with a thank-you, and take questions. 
